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Allen County’s approximate- 
ly 500 amateur radio en- 
thusiasts — ‘‘hams’’ — include | 
the long-experienced and nov- 


|fices, and both males and re 


'males. 
There are about 285, 000 
amateur radio operators in 


_to Charles Kronmiller, who res 
fers to himself as “‘probably 
the oldest continually oper- 


ating ham in Fort Wayne.”’ 


Kronmiller first: became in- 


_ terested in radios back in 1912, 
_ when he noticed several huge 


antennas near the Pennsylva-' 
nia Railroad. He went to the 
_ library and began reading up 
on radio, or the early “wire- 
less’ as it was then called. 
By the time he was in high 
school, he was broadcasting, 
from the third floor of Central 
High School on equipment) 


owned by his physics instruc- 


tor. 
“That equipment was so 
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the United States, according 
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loud,” a hcraraiiler reminisced, 


“that. with the window one 


you could hear. it clear down 
on Calhoun Street!” 5 
Radio has: become much — 
more sophisticated since then, | i 
and amateurs now can receive 
| 
P 
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and transmit with relatively | 
little interference. The legal 
power limit for amateur 
broadcasating is 1,000 watts. 

According to the. American. 
Radio Relay League’s official) 
manual, the name “ham”? was 


once applied in a derogatory © if 


way of early commercial op- 
erators to amateurs who kept, 
horning in on their fre- i 


quencies. And, like the» éolo- | 


nial Americans who. adopted 
the derogatory ‘Yankee 
Doodle’” with pride, amateurs | 
began applying the ta ; 
“ham” to themselves. 
Kronmiller has one of the 
earliest call numbers, W9UC, 
or “Uncle Charlie” in’ code. 
Each letter of the alphabet 
has a specific and often exotic | 
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name representing it, such as ° 
“Zanzibar,” for Z, 

There are five litense aul 
gories for amateur radio. The ‘ 
novice (lowest category) must | 
be able to send and receive . 
five words per minute in code, 


examination. The other eate- 
gories (in ascending order of 
accomplishment) are tech- 


| nician, general, advanced, and 
extra, the latter requiring a 
proficiency of 20 words per 


minute and advanced theo- 

retical knowledge of radio.. 
Kronmiller is one of about 25 

hams in Allen County holding 

the extra license. 

For Kronmiller, a retired 
executive of General Electric 
Co., amateur radio occupies 
most of his time. “I especially 


_ enjoy experimenting with an- 


) 


4 


' tennas,’”’ he said. He also re- 


pairs equipment, lectures at 
radio club meetings, and is li- 
censed to give exams to aspir- 
ing hams. 

For the past five years, 


, Kronmiller has been, an offi- 


ial Observer for the Ameri- 


j, can Radio Relay League. He 


sends cards giving advanced 
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warning to amateurs oper- 
ating outside their frequency 
range. Continued violation 
could result in a ticket from 
the Federal Communications 
Commission, and could «mean 
loss of license. 

Kronmiller pointed. out that 
the use of profanity or dis- 
cussing controversial subjects 
(such as Communism with an 


_ Iron Curtain ham) is also pro- 


hibited by the FCC. 

Another ham in Fort Wayne 
is Bob Witte, president of th 
Fort Wayne Radio Club. The 
club, in existence since 1921, 
has about 75 members.. “But 
we don’t have nearly as many 
members as we should, con- 
sidering the number of hams 
in Allen County,’’. Witte ob- 
served. 

Members meet once a 
month, every third Friday at 
the Red Cross Center. Several 
have been busy sending’ and 


, receiving messages for rela- 
Nivea of people caught in the 


recent floods on the East 
Coast and in South Dakota. 

Witte, an advanced licensee, 
became interested in radio in 
the early 1920s and has had 
the radio bug every since. He 
especially enjoys ‘“‘ragchew- 
ing,’ a term applied to ordina- 
ry chats between hams. 

Amateur radio is not limited 
to age, and Greg Dermer, a 
17-year-old senjor at Snider 
High School, is an enthusiast 
at the other end of the age 
scale. 

Every ‘Wednesday night, 
Greg, who holds a technician’s 
license, is in charge of Net 
Control. for the. Fort’ Wayne 
area. A net is established for 
amateurs to call in with any 
messages they might have to 
be transmitted across the 
country or overseas. The mes- 
Sate is given to the net con- 
trol, who in’ turn transmits it 
to a ham in the vicinity of the 


™message’s destination. 


a 
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Greg’s call letters are 
WASWUM, and he explained 
that Indiana is in the ninth 
call area in the United . States, 


with the letter ‘‘W”’ asied ed 
to all radio stations. rh ‘is 


why all amateurs in Fort 
Wayne have ‘‘W’’ and “9” in 
their calls. The last two or 
three letters are assigned at 
random by the FCC after li- 
censing. 

One of Greg’s favorite “‘fun’’ 


activities of amateur radio is: 


transmitter-hunting. A team 
of ‘two hams hide somewhere 
with a transmitter and contin- 
usously broadcast. until other 
amateurs, by following their 
signals, find them. The search 
can take anywhere from 20 
minutes to several hours. 
Women also are radio en- 
thusiasts, as Irene Kennedy 
can testify, though she wishes 
more women who spend much 


of their time at home would 3 


develop the hobby, too. 


Mrs. Kennedy, a ham for 


9% years, said that every 
since she was a child “‘radio 
has fascinated me.’ But she 
never knew about amateur ra- 
dio until 15 years ago. 

“I never thought I could 
pass the test to be a ham,’’ 
Mrs. Kennedy, who holds the 
general license, declared. ‘‘I 
thought it would be too hard 
for a woman, since you also 
have to learn Morse code and 
know some theory.”’ 

But Mrs. Kennedy, wo re- 
ceived help and encour- 
agement form male amateurs, 
said, ‘‘It’s the most exciting 
hobby there is. You never 
know whom or what you may 
meet over the air.’”’ | 


